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Sitting with Job
“Sufferers attract fixers the way roadkills attract vultures. ”
Eugene Petersen, Introduction to “Job ” in The Message.
Job’s friends, you remember, began in a most commendable 
way: after suitable gestures of lamentation, including weeping, 
tearing of their garments, and putting dust on their heads, 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar “sat on the ground for seven days 
and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw 
that his suffering was very great” (2:13). This exercise of “sit­
ting sheva’ [“seven”]” with those who are grieving a family 
member’s loss is a treasured practice which structures Jewish 
mourning even today.
But soon Job’s own silence is broken by his anguished cry, as 
he curses the day of his birth and longs for death as one “whom 
God has fenced in” (3:23). This elaborate, pain-filled, theologi­
cally provocative soliloquy throws his friends into extended 
response-and eventually frenzied debate-with the goal of cor­
recting Job and vindicating God. Theologians to the rescue!
Because we are so familiar with this story, we have forgotten 
how completely surprising the ending is. We forget how thor­
oughly orthodox the friends are, how everything they say can be 
compared with scripture throughout both testaments. In our 
sympathy for Job, we hear his pain and discount his blasphe­
mous words. And at the end we take it as a matter of course that 
Job is vindicated by God as his “servant,” while the friends are 
said to have provoked God’s wrath and to need Job’s intercesso­
ry prayer to atone for their “folly.” But this should all be aston­
ishing to us-and a bit unnerving as we consider how to be pres­
ent to Job's brothers and sisters today! What can we learn from 
this strange reversal?
1. The limits o f our theological resources and the importance 
of lament. Suffering presses us to the limits of our theological 
language in the same way that joy does, and we must take refuge 
in prayer that is almost beyond words-we find ourselves com­
pelled to lamentation in the face of suffering, just as we are to 
doxology when confronted with joy.
Lamentation is the “integrity check” of our confessions, and it 
casts us radically into God’s presence. It should not be comfort­
able to offer a lament or to experience those of others-it is not 
fashionable whining, but terrifying, high-stakes wrestling. But





Over the summer we lost a vital and dearly loved mem 
ber of the Fuller community, Margery Corben, and I was 
privileged to put together a tribute celebrating her life 
It was during this time that I first felt compelled to 
cover the issue of grief and loss in the SEMI.
Putting together Margery’s tribute was subtly life­
changing for me. I spent several weeks listening and 
reading an entire community’s sto­
ries about Margery. I sat next to 
Allen Corben as we sorted 
through hundreds of computer 
files filled with Margery’s art, 
writings, and photos. I listened 
to person after person give 
accounts of Margery, always 
with the same theme of hospi­
tality and grace. Boxes and arti­
cles poured into my office.
I decided early on to 
forego my planning for the
Fall Quarter issues of the SEMI and allow myself to be 
available for this process. I saw and heard ten 
times more than I could have possibly 
included in her tribute. This process did not 
drain me but filled me. I realized that 
Margery lived her life in a way that there 
were stories to be told. Her ill­
ness and eventual death was 
experienced in the openness of 
the Fuller community. I learned that 
death will always maintain its sting, 




We want to hear from you ! I f  you would like to write fo r the SEMI or respond to something you ’ve read, please contact us at: semi- 
editor@dept.fuller.edu. All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity.
G rief as a Shared Struggle
An Interview with Francis Bridger by Sophie Draffin
Revd. Dr. Francis Bridger is from England and is Visiting Professor o f 
Practical Theology in SOT. He works only very occasionally, at present on 
$  «> U Monday evenings teaching the Death, Dying, Grief and Loss
£gb. Dr. Francis Bridger This shift occurred because Dr. Bridger 
fry :*- was serving as the took some emotional risks and became vul- 
W efa*  1  Pr'nc'Pal °f Trinity nerable. He allowed others to enter into his 
Theological College grief. When he returned to Trinity, after
in Bristol, England when his wife, Renee, 
was diagnosed with cancer. Just twenty 
three days following her diagnosis, she 
died. Being a prestigious leader of Trinity, 
he was placed in a “doubly difficult” posi­
tion. In the midst of dealing with his own 
grief, he was challenged to walk alongside 
his community that was also in need of 
leadership during their time of grieving; “it 
was a shared struggle.”
The hardest part for the community 
seemed to come in the months following 
Renee’s death. Dr. Bridger stated that for 
him “it was important for people to recog­
nize that [his] life had just collapsed.” This 
proved to be difficult considering Dr. 
Bridger had only been seen“as the guy 
who’s been the president.” The biggest 
issue was that people didn’t expect him to 
be human. Things began to change though 
“once people realized that [he] was ready 
to accept whatever they had to offer.”
spending a few months in the States, one of 
the first things he did was share with the 
faculty his grieving process. He didn’t 
“hide anything.” He describes this time of 
sharing by saying,“I felt free enough to 
share my deepest fears, to reveal my emo­
tions, and to cry.”
Due to Dr. Bridger’s openness and vul­
nerability, the door was open for students 
and faculty members to respond. He stated 
that one of the most touching responses 
came from African and Korean students 
who went out of their way to share cultur­
al traditions of how communities reached 
out to one another on times of grief. He 
describes this experience by saying “it was 
tremendous; it made me weep in all the 
best senses.”
Dr. Bridger allowed others to sensi­
tively enter into his grieving process which 
can serve as an example of what communal 
grieving can look like. This type of com-
continued on page 8
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Processing Grief
By Candace Shields
In today’s Western society many people 
would only like to think about or be asso­
ciated with those things, which are pleasant 
and lovely. However, as members of our 
society grow older, especially the Baby 
Boomers, death is ever present. There was 
a time when death and the grieving process 
were accepted as part of every day life. 
However this is no longer the case. In 
today’s fast paced society grieving is 
thought to be something that can be han­
dled in at least a two-week period. After 
the funeral, the consolers have gone back 
to their daily lives, and the individual who 
is mourning is left to put her/his life back 
together, often alone and without a clue as 
to the intensity and the gamut of emotions 
that she/he is about to experience. As a 
result, many individuals are unable to com­
plete their grieving and bring the process to 
full resolution, because they are not pre­
pared to handle emotionally, or spiritually, 
the depth of the grieving process.
Grief is one of the most powerful emo­
tions that any of us can 
experience. It is the 
emotional pr< 
gression that we 
should experi­
ence after any i  
loss in our i 
lives. The M  
be reave -  J 
m e n t 
process is J 
most com- 
m o n 1 y 
associated 
with the 
death of a 
loved one, 
friend or 
a s s o c i a t e .
However, the 
process also 
occurs through a 
types of losses an 
individual experiences.
It is one that individuals will 
go through many times over the course of 
their lifetime and not always with the same 
intensity or outcome. Even though grief is 
a natural part of life, grief is not always 
dealt with in a manner that facilitates com­
ing to a full resolution. Often times, we, 
who are experiencing a loss, find ourselves
in a position where we can’t verbalize 
exactly what we are feeling. There are 
times that the process can be isolating 
because the opportunity is not presented 
for the individual to talk about what they 
are grieving or they are not given the space 
to work through the various stages of grief.
In her work, Elisabeth Kubler-Ross 
introduces us to the five stages associated 
with those who are facing death. These 
stages, while important, may not necessar­
ily help a mourning individual face the 
flood of emotions she/he must process 
while experiencing their loss. The model 
that perhaps best express the stages of grief 
that individuals find themselves experienc­
ing when a loss occurs was developed and 
refined by York Spiegel. It distinguishes 
four stages that individuals will experience 
after a loss has occurred:
1. numbness and denial
2. yearning
3. disorganization and despair
4. reorganization
As individuals go through the stages, 
it is wonderful when they can find people
and a place where they can have the 
HL freedom to express those emotions 
that come upon them. However, 
i often times there is no place for 
i those who are grieving to release 
L these emotions. The grieving 
t process is not something that can 
be rushed. It often takes a year 
or more for individuals to move 
through the grieving stages to 
resolution.
Throughout this year there 
have been times when the griev­
ing process has been expressed 
corporately and publicly. This is 
exemplified by the reactions to the 
natural disasters that many have 
faced this year. The individual coun­
tries have been drawn together after 
experiencing terrible losses, such as the 
tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, and the 
earthquake in Pakistan. Ideally, this corpo­
rate mourning allows each of us to be free 
in our expression of grief with one another 
and similarly facilitate and aide the process 
for someone else.
From a pastoral care perspective, to 
grieve corporately gives each person per­
mission to speak freely, weep openly, and 
experience the flood of emotions associat­
ed with grief without feeling ashamed or 
morbid. Unfortunately, this part of the 
grieving process is often missing. It is a 
mistake to assume that the grieving process 
will be handled the same way by every one 
who has experienced loss. Even though 
there are stages in the grieving process, 
some individuals may skip some of the 
stages while others may find themselves 
stuck in one particular stage unable to 
move on or even fully resolve his/her grief.
Phillippe Aries said, 
"The denial of death is 
openly acknowledged 
as a significant trait of 
our culture.The tears 
of the bereaved have 
becom e comparable to  
the excretions of the 
diseased."
It is possible for each one of us to offer 
comfort to those who are grieving by being 
available. The most comforting times for 
me when I have had to face a loss, is the 
presence of people who really care about 
me. They care enough just to be there even 
if they don’t know what to say. We must be 
available to listen to what the person has to 
say, give them the space and opportunity to 
cry and allow them to remember. It is 
important to give the grieving individual 
the opportunity to talk about the person 
whom they are missing. There is nothing 
more valuable to a person in mourning 
than to know that others know how special 
their loved one was and still continues to 
be to them. Just to be available means so 
much to a person who is grieving.
Candance Shields is a 
3rd year PhD student in 
practical theology with 
an emphasis in grief 
and loss.
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Freedom to G rieve
By Sophie Draffin
Three months had passed since my 
friend Katie was tragically killed by a bus 
while crossing the street. Dealing with her 
death was extremely difficult and I had not 
slept well in weeks. I was having panic
“When we honestly ask ourselves 
which person in our lives means 
the most us, we often find that it 
is those who, instead of giving 
much advice, solutions, or cures, 
have chosen rather to share our 
pain and touch our wounds with 
a gentle and tender hand.The 
friend who can be silent with us 
in a moment of despair or confu­
sion, who can stay with us in an 
hour of grief and bereavement, 
who can tolerate not knowing, 
not curing, not healing and face 
with us the reality of our power­
lessness, that is a friend who
cares.”
-Henri Nouwen
attacks and even started to obsess over the 
possibility of my own death. Every time a 
bus passed by, I couldn’t help but cringe, 
nor could I think of Katie without tears fill­
ing my eyes. I was terrified to talk to any­
one about the intensity of my feelings and 
what I was experiencing. I was afraid that 
people would question my readiness for 
seminary and ministry. How could I hope 
to lead others in moments of grief and pain 
when I could not appropriately deal with 
my own grief? In my fear and silence, the 
darkness of my own pain grew.
And she wonders what is happening, if something is wrong, 
She wants to just give up, but she'll keep pressing on.
She knows in her head that Jesus is there, 
and believes in her heart that He really cares, 
but still there's a nagging, in the back of her mind, 
and getting through the haze gets harder each time.
Tears shed in darkness, never see sympathy,
she feels she's the only one, but is sure that can't be
Excerpt from “And She Wonders” 
by Lori Ann Gossert
Healing came 
as time passed 





C l i n i c a l  
P a s t o r a l  
E d u c a t i o n  
(CPE) intern­
ship. Those who
knew of my grief suggested I postpone the 
internship, knowing the kinds of situations 
I would face during CPE. As I stood with 
others in moments of death and grief, sur­
prisingly, I realized that my own healing 
experience deepened.
I remember during my first few weeks at 
the hospital I was suddenly paged to the 
ER. A ninety-one-year-old man had been 
brought into the ER earlier that day, and his 
wife had been told that he only had hours 
left to live. When I first entered the room 
she promised me she would be fine, claim­
ing that she did not want to be burdensome. 
She did not, however, seem to mind when 
I asked if I could sit with her. As we sat 
there, watching her husband of sixty-six 
years struggle to breathe, she slowly began 
to share pieces of her precious life.
During our conversation she mentioned 
her decision to wait until the following day 
to call her daughter. Initially, I was 
shocked, but then I remembered how hesi­
tant I had been to include others in my 
grief. Later that day, as we were saying 
good-bye she confessed how nice it had 
been to have me sit with her. Though at 
first she had been hesitant to share her feel­
ings with anyone, by the end of the day she 
was grateful for my presence and listening 
ear.
As I stood with others in their pain and 
provided a safe space for them to grieve, I
realized I needed to allow myself that same 
space. I did grieve for Katie, but I also 
grieved for the patients and their families; 
I learned how to move beyond the idea that 
I should be the “strong one” since I was a 
chaplain.
Over time, I began to see my ability and 
freedom to grieve not as something to be 
embarrassed or ashamed of, but as a gift. I 
realized that not everyone can, or desires to 
walk into the lives of others at moments of 
extreme pain. In order to do that and 
remain healthy, I had to give myself per­
mission when needed to grieve after visits. 
I had to address my own feelings so that I 
could be fully present for others.
Finally, I learned that it is appropriate 
and even necessary to invite others to walk 
alongside of us during a time of grief. As I 
allowed myself to talk about Katie, and to 
share my own pain, I found healing. I still 
wince every time a bus drives by, but now 
when I think of Katie I can smile and cher­
ish the good times we had together.
Sophie is a 3rd year 
MDIv student. It was 
during her CPE intern­
ship that Sophie experi­
enced incredible person- 
al/professional growth, 
changed her name, exited 
late adolescence, and 
learned to use eye liner.
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Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani
By Seungoh Chung
There is something about the suffering 
that Christians endure that is unique. It is 
not simply that we grieve or suffer but that 
this often has a profound implication on
“To love is to suffer.To avoid suf­
fering, one must not love. But 
then, one suffers from not 
loving.Therefore, to love is to 
suffer; not to love is to suffer; to 
suffer is to suffer.To be happy is 
to love.To be happy, then, is 
to suffer, but suffering makes one 
unhappy.Therefore, to be happy, 
one must love or love to suffer or 
suffer from too much happiness.”
-Woody Allen
our relationship with God. Sometimes, 
what crushes us is not just our suffering, 
but the experience of the absence of God. 
No, of being abandoned by God.
This is not a problem of theodicy-the 
philosophical problem of why God allows 
evil. It cannot truly be answered by theolo­
gy or philosophy. Yes, God gave us free 
will, and we sinned. Yes, there is a greater 
good or purpose behind our suffering. Yes, 
evil is not a real, existent thing, but a gap­
ing absence, a twisting of what is real and 
good (which is an excellent, though often 
misunderstood idea). But, these are inade­
quate here. The problem comes from the
experience, not the idea, that 
God is absent. You can’t com­
fort a child crying for her 
mommy by explanations of why 
she isn’t here right now.
At such moments, we do not ask for 
theological explanations per se, but 
protest that God is not here. We ask not 
about the “whys” in the cosmic sense. 
Rather, we ask why God is doing-or not 
doing-this very thing, right now, right 
here, in my life. Surely, surely, if God 
loved me he could do better!
What can be said in such times?
Perhaps, it is these very words, uttered 
by Jesus himself: ‘My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me!’ This cry is one of 
the last words of Jesus on the cross. Why 
would Jesus say this? Isn’t he the Son of 
God? Wasn’t he the one who said, repeat­
edly, that he will be crucified, but will rise 
again from the dead?
I heard that with these words, Jesus took 
upon himself the sins of the world. I think 
this is true, but it misses why Jesus, as a 
human being, said these words. Yes, we the 
students of theology learn that Jesus is the 
‘incarnate’ Logos of God, the ‘self-expres­
sion of God,’ ‘through whom all that exists, 
exists,’ etc. But, he became flesh. He 
became human. Like us. With our limita­
tions. Not just physical ones, but psycho­
logical ones. Didn’t he cry out, ‘Father, let 
this cup pass from me!’ He feared.
When he told his disciples, ‘I will rise,’ 
it was also a statement of faith. Just as it is 
a statement of our faith, when we say,
‘Though my flesh be destroyed, we shall 
behold God.’ Thus, on the cross, brutal­
ized, rejected, and alone, he can indeed, as 
human, feel abandoned by God. But, of 
course, he obeyed to the end.
What strikes me is that before the resur­
rection was the cross and Jesus crying, 
‘eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani.’ What is more 
striking is that the event was not put on 
fast-forward. Jesus stared long, and fully 
into that terrifying abyss where God 
seemed to be nowhere, which we also 
experience in our suffering. And at that 
moment, he utters the words that show he 
was in that mysterious moment, where we 
trust God, yet are convinced we are aban- 
doned-where we hope in faith for resurrec­
tion, yet despair.
And God stands absolutely silent, refus­
ing to let that moment pass too quickly.
Seungoh was shipped from  
Canada, in a box, to the 
Fuller CATS program. He 
studies theology and phi­
losophy, with which he 
hopes to get a bigger box - 
maybe even a squeaky 
rubber mouse.
A sking God "Whyt f
By Dustin Perkins
On Sunday morning, October 30, Kyle 
Lake, pastor of University Baptist Church 
in Waco, TX, was performing a baptism in 
front of some 800 congregants. He reached 
to redirect a microphone while standing in 
the water, received an immense electric 
shock, and was pronounced dead less than 
an hour later. Only 33 years old, he leaves 
behind a wife and three young children.
When my college roommate called to 
tell me the news, I thought he was jok­
ing...I couldn’t believe what I heard. A man 
I once called pastor and friend, a man I 
interned under and who challenged me to
know God in a way that reached beyond 
legalism and into the lives of others, has 
gone home. His eternal destination is 
secure, but somehow that does not assuage 
the pain I feel. Shouldn’t his presence in 
heaven be enough to comfort me, the 
knowledge of his present and eternal joy be 
sufficient to ease my anxiety? But it isn’t.
Kyle served God well for years. Scores 
of students would say they owe their salva­
tion to his teaching and pastoral care, 
scores more have been blessed by his two 
books, Understanding God’s Will and 
Understanding Prayer. My faith wouldn't
be the same without his influence. The 
shocking nature of his death makes me 
wonder where is God in all this. After 
years of service and sacrifice for Christ, 
Kyle met his end with a shock in a bap­
tismal pool, in full view of his wife and 
best friends. Is that just?
“Why?” is a popular question for God. 
Our human craving for control eggs us on 
to demand rationale even from our loving, 
eternal, and heavenly Father who gave his 
only Son up to a death infinitely more gru­
eling, embarrassing, and shameful than 
continued on page 8 
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L i v i n g  W i t h  C a n c e r ,
a  S c h o l a r  I n s p i r e s  S t u d e n t s
By K. Connie Kang, Granted 
Permission by The Los Angeles 
Times, 2005
The Rev. David Scholer copes with constant pain, but he still teaches 
the New Testament and even draws lessons from his disease in lectures.
T h e  R e v . D a v i d  M .  S c h o l e r ,
A  PROMINENT N E W  TESTAM EN T  
SCHO LAR  AT F U L L E R  TH EO LO G IC A L  
S e m i n a r y , h a s  l i v e d  with constant pain
and side effects from the treatment since he was diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer 3 1/2 years ago.
The cancer is incurable, he says, and has spread to both lungs.
“I have outlived some of the predictions already. And I have no 
idea how much more life I have,” Scholer, 67, an ordained Baptist 
minister, told the First Baptist Church of Pasadena congregation 
during a recent sermon.
Living with incurable cancer is like having “a terrorist bomb 
strapped on your back,” said Scholer, who with his wife, 
Jeannette, is a member of the church. “You don't know when it's 
going to go off.”
Despite the illness and fatigue, Scholer continues to teach and 
supervise the PhD program and its 155 candidates at the Pasadena 
seminary's Center for Advanced Theological Studies, where he 
has been associate dean since 1997.
The way he is continuing with his duties has made Scholer a 
role model for living with an incurable disease, many people at the 
seminary say.
Students, faculty and members of congregations where he 
speaks are deeply moved to see how he uses his suffering to min­
ister to others.
At the beginning of every course, Scholer tells his students 
about his condition so they're not surprised. In his teaching, how­
ever, he mostly sticks to the subject: the New Testament.
“The kind of [theological] knowledge we have doesn't give us 
any special status,” he told seminarians in his class. “But there is 
a special responsibility we have to share it.”
His voice is hoarse, a side effect of the many medications he 
takes. And he 
l e c t u r e s  
while seated, 
because it 











Only a few months before his diagnosis, he taught a three-week 
course on the Book of Romans at Moscow Theological Seminary, 
the only Baptist seminary in Russia.
Now his destinations are mostly local churches, where he teach­
es from the New Testament and shares his journey of living with 
cancer. His next sermon, “Prisoners of Hope: Living With 
Cancer,” is scheduled for Nov. 13 at First Baptist Church of Los 
Angeles in Wilshire Center/Koreatown.
When you have cancer, Scholer said, it is important to know 
how you live with the disease - in relationship to yourself, to your 
family and friends and to God.”
Cancer doesn't change everything, but it does give everything a 
new perspective,” he said in his sermon at the Pasadena church.”
One of the greatest lessons I've learned is the value of memory 
and recollection,” said Scholer, a large man with an enthusiastic 
manner.
“I revel every day in remembering all the good things of my life 
- all the wonderful things I have been given: my family, my 
friends,” he said. “I can't travel much anymore, so I think of all the 
places I've been. The joys and achievements of the past don't 
mean I live in the past, but I do celebrate with gratitude what has
“Every morning, when I 
get out of bed, I have to 
confess, one of my first 
thoughts is: I wish I could 
have just one more nor­
mal day,” he said.
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been.”
Jerry Ransom Wilkerson, a former Air Force captain who took 
Scholer's New Testament course last year, described the teacher as 
“a walking testimony of his faith.”
“Every day I sat there and I was amazed,” said Wilkerson, who 
is working on a master's degree in 
divinity in preparation for the min­
istry.
“On the first day of the class, he 
said: 'I have an incurable disease.'
He wasn't mincing words. He had 
accepted it.”
A month ago, when Wilkerson 
was considering canceling a preach­
ing engagement in Philadelphia 
because he was ill, he thought of his 
professor.
“I may have been sick, but Dr.
Scholer is ill all the time,” he said.
“He doesn't let that sickness stop 
him from doing what God has 
called him to do.” Wilkerson kept 
the appointment.
Jill Williams, who will complete her master's degree in divinity 
in June, says she was in Scholer's class the quarter he learned his 
cancer had returned.
“Ironically, I do not remember a marked difference in his teach­
ing before and after the diagnosis,” she said. “He consistently 
taught with joy, theological conviction and passion throughout the 
quarter.”
In a recent interview in his book-lined office, Scholer 
described his wife of 45 years as “the best caregiver in 
the world.” (They were classmates at Wheaton 
College in Illinois, and she is director of academic 
programs at Fuller's School of Theology.)
Scholer talked about some of his daily challenges 
beyond the rounds of medical appointments. Fatigue 
means sleeping nine to 10 hours a night, and napping 
too. His fingers and toes tingle constantly. His colosto­
my bag causes a lot of difficulties.
“Every morning, when I get out of bed, I have to 
confess, one of my first thoughts is: I wish I could have 
just one more normal day,” he said.
“Within three minutes, I am painfully aware of my limita 
tions. Within five minutes, I can predict how the day is 
going to go. And the battle is - to put it frankly - the will 
to keep going. To say each day, 'I want to live. I want 
to enjoy today. I want to push forward with every­
thing I am able to muster.'“
So, he said, you learn the limits of what you can 
do.
The theologian, a Minnesota native who 
received his doctorate at Harvard Divinity 
School, was ordained in the American 
Baptist Church USA in 1966 and 
worked as a pastor. After teach­
ing at three other seminaries
In life’s ups and downs, 
what’s important to real­
ize is that God’s ways are 
well “above our ways,” he 
said.“Maturity in faith is 
the ability to accept mys­
tery and ambiguity.”
around the country, he came to Fuller in 1994.
Scholer is an authority on Gnosticism and has written books 
dealing with the ancient religious movement that stressed salva­
tion by knowledge and found a home in early Christianity. He has 
also written books on New Testament interpretation and on the
importance of having women in min­
istry.
His course “Women, the Bible and 
the Church” has been the most popu­
lar elective at Fuller.
He collects Bibles. In his home 
library is a personal collection of 400, 
including rare English translations 
As he continues with teaching and 
research, Scholer said, he is experi­
encing the meaning of living one day 
at a time.
When he thinks about his last day, 
he sometimes wants just his wife and 
their two adult daughters at his bed­
side.
But at other moments, he thinks of 
a hundred people he would want
there.
In life's ups and downs, what's important to realize is that God's 
ways are well “above our ways,” he said. “Maturity in faith is the 
ability to accept mystery and ambiguity.”
His message is this: “I really do trust in God. I believe in God's 
comfort and love. I believe that God is the giver of life, and that 
means to affirm this life, as well as to 
have faith in the life to come. God 
has given me life. I feel I have a 
calling in life.”
But, for the terminally ill, a 
time comes when the will to 
live doesn't work anymore, 
he said.
“So, as an incurable- 
cancer patient, I 
give myself to 
God,” Scholer 
said. “My life 
is in God's 
hands.”
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By Michelle Harwell
W hy
I remember the day that it all began to 
unravel. It was the summer before ninth 
grade and I was happily attending cheer 
practice in preparation for camp. My 
mom’s Bronco pulled up to the field but 
she wasn’t driving. I was right in the mid­
dle of a cheer when she burst out of the 
truck. That image has always been seared 
in my memory. My mom looked so petite 
and young that day.
As she raced towards me with tears 
streaming down her face, my chest tight­
ened. It was one of those moments that you 
fear. You rehearse over and over again in 
your mind how you will react when 
tragedy strikes and then-nothing. The 
moment happens and you go blank.
My mom lost her brother that day. My 
uncle was young, hip and engaged, living 
the artsy New York life when he accident­
ly fell down a flight of stairs and broke his 
neck.
In the coming weeks we grieved the loss 
of my uncle. There were phone calls, a 
family gathering, and a funeral, but life 
was back to normal within a couple of 
weeks-on the surface anyway.
Prior to high school, my mom and I 
were...shall we say enmeshed? Divorce 
had turned us into the dynamic duo of 
mother-daughter teams. Now, one could 
argue that we were bound to grow apart at 
some point during my adolescence, and I 
would agree. But this was different, she 
was different. It’s like the life that had been 
in her eyes was pushed way back into the 
deepest recesses of her self.
The beginning of my ninth grade year 
was typical: lots of school activities, social 
engagements and boys. I was learning to 
fill up my calendar as full as possible in 
order to avoid the emptiness I felt when I 
walked into our house. My mom’s silence 
scared me for reasons I would only come to 
find out later.
In April of that same year, I was at 
school when I got the news that the Murrah 
Federal Building in downtown Oklahoma 
City had been bombed. It was 9:30 am and 
before 11:00 am I knew my mom, who 
worked only a couple of blocks from the 
Murrah building, was all right-at least 
physically. That day many of my friends 
lost their dads who worked in that building.
I can’t begin to imagine what they felt. But
when that bomb went off, I lost someone 
too.
I remember my mom laying on the 
couch staring at the ceiling. She wasn’t 
making any noise and the only movement 
was the steady stream of tears that would 
fall from the comer of her eyes, down the 
side of her face and onto the floor. My 
mom didn’t really move from the couch in 
those first few days. I remember sneaking 
from my bedroom to the living room every 
hour or so to make sure she was still 
breathing. In the days to come I remember 
pleading with my mom to get up, to eat, to 
take care of me. But she couldn’t because 
she wasn’t just grieving the lives of those 
who died in the bombing, or even her 
brother. As I would come to find out in 
coming months, my mom was grieving 
three other deaths.
You see, before the age of 15 my mom 
had lost her mother and brother to suicide 
and by 26 she had lost her father to a heart 
attack. The Oklahoma City Bombing had 
exploded my mom’s grief to the surface. 
To this day, I have never seen the equiva­
lent of such sorrow and pain in one per­
son’s eyes. Over the next few years my 
mom worked hard to unpack the deep- 
seated grief of these events. I would like to 
say we returned to the good old days of the 
mother-daughter dynamic duo but life is 
never that simple. My mom and I endured 
many rocky years on the road to recovery 
to arrive at where we are today.
There is nothing I can say, do, or feel to 
make it all better. And to try to make sense 
of these events feels like a cheap attempt at 
a Hollywood ending. What I do know is 
this: whenever my chest tightens now and 
I feel my world is crashing in on me, I can 
call my mom. With tears streaming out of 
the comers of my eyes and onto the floor, I 
tell her, “Mom, I don’t know if I can 
this...” and she always says to 
know, honey, I know.” And I 
does.
electrocution for our redemption. It is an 
arrogant question, but one that must be 
asked...thank God he allows us to ask it.
Several days later, I still don’t know 
why God allowed so bright a light to be 
snuffed out in such a sudden and inglorious 
manner. But I can see how he is using 
Kyle’s death in positive ways. Relevant 
Magazine allowed mourners to post their 
thoughts on a message board entitled 
“Kyle Lake Remembered,” wherein you 
can find the story of a young girl who was 
seriously contemplating suicide until she 
read about Kyle’s death and the blogs of 
his friends. Taking inspiration from his 
beaming attitude about life, she decided to 
quit her suicidal ideations and embrace 
Jesus as Savior. And Kyle’s church will 
continue to grow, teach, and impact the 
lives of Baylor students for years to come. 
I believe that his death, rather than disrupt 
the church, will galvanize them to carry on 
Kyle’s inspirational mission with a greater 
zeal than ever before.
That is what gives me comfort. I know 
that Kyle is in heaven, but what really 
touches me is not that he is there but that 
God is here, using this tragic incident to 
bring about peace and joy where there was 
once only brokenness and depression. Our 
God, the great alchemist. I know that as 
Kyle looks on the earth he left behind, his 
smile is still beaming because God is still 
working.
Dustin Perkins is a 1st 
year MAT student who is 
still trying to live up to 
Kyle's favorite phrase:
"Love God, embrace 
beauty, t 
fullest."
Michelle submitted her 
article to the editor on a 
whim. It almost didn’t 
make the cut, but I  went 
ahead and ran it because 
we’re so close.
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we must not rush to “save” people from 
such encounters, any more than we would 
pull Jacob from the banks of the Jabbok or 
tune David’s lyre to a different key.
If we are uncomfortable with lament, if 
we convey the impression that faith is 
strongest when it is unquestioning, we con­
tribute to the spiritual infantilization of our 
suffering neighbors, teaching them to settle 
for the God they get rather than to struggle 
for the God whom scripture confesses. We 
could be encouraging the syndrome that 
Dorothee Soelle has labeled“Christian 
masochism,” in which we compulsively 
identify every affliction, from abusive 
spouses to grinding poverty, with the will 
of God that we are cheerfully to embrace.
If there is a school for lamentation, in 
which we might gain tuition in this awk­
ward art, it might be in advocacy for others 
who are suffering. Job recalls that in the 
days of his comfort he had been “eyes to 
the blind, and feet to the lame”: “I was 
father to the needy and I championed the 
cause of the stranger” (29:15f). There is 
something shameful when people who 
worship under a cross first become inti­
mately involved with suffering only when 
it comes to them, and when the first lament 
we utter is our own. Was this a resource 
that Job had that his friends lacked?
2. The temptation o f theological self-jus­
tification. From his vantage point on the 
ashes of his former life, Job offers keen 
questions about the motives of those who 
confront suffering by rushing to theologi­
cal defense: “You see my calamity, and are 
afraid” (6:21); “What provokes you that 
you keep on talking?” (16:3).
When we confront suffering in others, it 
is very important to be aware of how 
threatened we may be, and of how our own 
needs for reassurance can shape our 
response to those whom we want to help. 
Religion is for all of us a powerful element 
of our “world maintenance”-a means of 
maintaining order in the midst of chaos, of 
providing systems of explanation for dis­
orienting questions. In short, when con­
fronted with suffering, we are driven by 
deep needs to explain why this has hap­
pened to someone else, and to validate 
mechanisms by which we may control 
whether it will happen to us. What makes 
this especially subtle is the cloak of reli­
gious language that we use, defending God
as the guarantor of the order we are cur­
rently enjoying.
At one point Job indicts his friends for 
currying favor with the Divine Judge, of 
“lying for God” to secure their own well­
being at the expense not only of their friend 
but also of God’s truth. Anticipating the 
ending of the book that he could not have 
predicted, Job asks these theologians: 
“Will it be well with you when God search­
es you out? Or can you deceive God, as 
you would another human being? God will 
surely rebuke you if you corrupt justice 
secretly” (13:7-10). Truth, Job dares to 
suggest, is the ultimate test of all language 
that we use in God's behalf. This is the 
point of the irony that Job is closer to God 
in his vehement protest than are the friends 
in their self-serving chaplaincy of God's 
honor.
3. The value o f silent presence. After 
each of his friends had broken their initial 
quiet to advise and reproach him, Job says 
plaintively:“If you would only keep silent, 
that would be your wisdom!” (13:5). I once 
apologized to a friend for not having some­
thing better to say in response to her 
expression of sadness, only to receive her 
wise response:“If I thought you were going 
to try to give me answers, I wouldn’t have 
shared it with you.”
We must affirm that silent presence is a 
sacrament, a contradiction of the world’s 
aversion to pain and suffering, a testimony 
of our fellowship with a God who lived 
among us as one “acquainted with infirmi­
ty,” who “was despised and rejected by 
others, ...as one from whom others hide 
their faces.” As disciples of this Righteous 
Sufferer, we are called upon to voice the 
questions we have, embody the answers we 
have, and, like St. Francis, use the words 
we have when necessary.
Jim Butler is associate 
professor o f Old 
Testament and has been 
teaching at Fuller since 
1982. He frequently 
teaches a course on Job 
and Human Suffering.
munity care is truly counter-cultural. For 
the most part today’s Western culture 
grieves in a highly individualistic way. We 
as Christians however, “are called to be 
countercultural.”
How then do we as leaders of the 
church help to create an environment 
where communal grieving can take place? 
When Dr. Bridger served as a pastor he 
saw his role as “enabling people to speak 
freely as they experienced loss, to under­
stand the dynamics of grieving, and to give 
permission for people to feel those things.” 
Creating an environment where this can 
take place is a process that takes time. 
“Congregations need to be helped to see 
how they function as a family.” This real­
ization doesn’t necessarily need to occur 
during a “painful period,” but rather a 
church that communes together through 
the ordinary and extraordinary times will 
be much better prepared to be a communi­
ty of presence and service in times of grief.
One of the most important things for 
Dr. Bridger was that “the community was 
willing to let [him] talk.” Primarily, it takes 
hard work to create communities where 
individuals and families have a safe place 
where they can share their stories. My 
prayer for Fuller is that we become a bond­
ed community, intuitive to one another’s 
needs, filled with courage to come along 
side one another so that we can embrace 
grief as a shared struggle.
E n r i c h  Y o u r  
S t u d i e s
by
Experiencing a deeper 
relationship with God and 
Gaining broader 
theological coherence
Visit our website or connect with 
us directly at 
DISCiple Ministries 
464 E. Walnut St., Suite B-30
(We rent space at FCC) 
626.795.2186 
www.4X12.org















C a m p u s  Ev e n t s  a n d  A n n o u n c e m e n t s
AAR/SBL Information Meeting with Dr. 
David Scholer
Tues, Nov 15,12-1, Faculty Commons 
Bring your own brown bag lunch. Contact: 
CATS Office 584.5239 sot-ta@dept.fuller.edu 
for more information.
A Time of Refreshing
Wed, Nov 16, 4-6, The Catalyst
The African American Church Studies Program
cordially invites all students to a time of
refreshing, fellowship and prayer. Refreshments
will be provided. Please RSVP by calling
584.5591 by Mon Nov 14.
Bow Down: All Night Worship 
Fri-Sat, Nov 18-19, 7pm-7am Travis 
Auditorium
Come for a night of intimacy with Jesus and be 
saturated by his presence.
Friday Night Music Series 
Fri, Nov 18, 7-8, Coffee by the Books Patio 
Join fellow students for good music and coffee. 
This week will feature Drew Girton.
Researching another country or culture? 
Latourette Library of William Carey Int’l 
University, associated with the U.S. Center for 
World Mission, has many books on other coun­
tries, cultures and religions. Registered Fuller 
students, faculty and staff are welcome to use 
Latourette Library free of charge. Located at 
1530 E. Elizabeth Street (top floor), current 
hours are: Mon-Fri: 10-12 and 1:30-5:30 
(except 5 on Fri), Sat: 11-5.
Earn extra money!
Parking attendants needed on Jan. 1 and 2 (six 
hour shifts). Attendants will direct patrons to 
appropriate spaces in Fuller lots and accept pay­
ment. Open to students or their spouses. Contact 
Tabitha by Nov. 28 at 369.6017.
Women’s Small Groups 
Are you interested in getting involved in a 
women’s small group with other Fuller stu­
dents? If so, contact Jennifer at jennpars@hot- 
mail.com.
Tickets to Amusement Parks 
Student Life & Services sells tickets to 
Disneyland ($47 adults, $42 for children 3 to 9), 
Universal Studios ($35 for adults & children) 
and Legoland ($33 for adults & children). Call 
584.5435 for info.
Free Couples Therapy 
The Department of Marriage and Family at 
Fuller is offering 10 free counseling sessions to 
engaged/married couples, or families who wish 
to improve their interaction patterns. For more 
information, call Kenichi Yoshida, associate 
director of academic affairs, at 584.5415. Space 
is limited. Not available to SOP students.
Free Therapy
The School of Psychology is offering free ther­
apy to a limited number of students and their 
family members on a first come first serve 
basis. The therapy is provided by supervised 
students earning a doctoral degree in clinical
psychology. This therapy is ideal for relation­
ship issues, life transitions, personal growth, 
stress, sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and identi­
ty issues. Duration of therapy will be deter­
mined by need, limited only by the duration of 
the academic year. For more information, 
Contact FPFS at 584.5555.
Wednesday, November 16th 
at 1 0 am in Travis Auditorium, 
Jeannette Scholer?|Director 
of Academic Programs for 
the School of Theology, will 
be speaking about how our 
words can help bring 
division or unity to the body 
of Christ. Join us for an 
encouraging message 
entitled “Do Nothing...Do 
Everything.”
A New Year. A New Experience. 
Coming to Pasadena January 8th 2006.
Join us as we plant a contemporary service at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoons. A different kind of 
church service, we seek to fulfill the needs of a diverse population, including those who work at night on 
Saturdays, those who work on Sunday mornings, and the minister who desires a time of Spiritual rest. 
Come join us as we follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Come minister with us at:
New Life Assembly of God 
330 N. Hill Ave.
Pasadena, CA, 91106
Children’s ministry will be provided. Free food and a 
time of Christian fellowship will follow each service.





W alnut St. *\ Walnut St.
/« «  « / NEW
\\
UFE ASSEMBLY
Fuller Seminary OF COD CHURCH
For ministry opportunities or membership 
information, please contact:
Pastor Dave Pafford 
612-730-5958 
DavidPafford@cp.fuller.edu
*C R urch is located  a t  SE co m er o f Fwy 210 a t  H ill Ave.
Rev. Aaron Collins 
626-354-9977 
AaronDavidCollins@vahoo.com
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Ad v er tisem en ts
The Services section o f the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the qual 
ity and type o f service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f the services listed.
S e r v i c e s
Massage Therapy: Eat your vegetables, exer­
cise regularly, and receive massage! Three great 
ways to prevent going right over the edge. Call 
before you get near the edge. Susan Young, pro­
fessional massage therapist, part of the Fuller 
community, affordable rates. 296.3245
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. 
Hrant Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, 
Pasadena. Call 798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Body Repair. 5 minutes from Fuller. 
Owned by family of Fuller graduate for 23 
years. Discount! Columbia Auto Body. Call 
John: 323.258.0565. Located at 1567 Colorado 
Blvd.
Pasadena Tire. All major brands. New/used 
tires, alignment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. 
Walnut St. 795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8-1.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog 
Station. 1063 E. Walnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 
8-5:30.
Christians Need Cars too! SIDCO Auto 
Network International serves students and staff 
from churches, seminaries, colleges and mis­
sion organizations. 35 years of serving only the 
Christian community. Call 1.800.429.KARS 
(5277).
Rings, Diamonds and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co., is a wholesale jewelry manufacturing 
design and repair business founded in 1917 in 
downtown Los Angeles. Call Walter’s son Mel, 
or his grandson, Ken, at 213.622.4510 for infor­
mation. Because of our appreciation of Charles 
Fuller and the Seminary, we consider it a privi­
lege to serve Fuller students. Mel is a longtime
Fuller Fund Donations 
Please help support the seminary by giv­
ing a gift to the Fuller Fund today. For 
any student donation of 
$10 or more, you will 
receive an ornament 
based on the McAlister 
Library's stained glass
window. For more _________
information, please 
contact LaNita Monroe, Office of 
Development, at 584.5344, or by e-mail 
at lanita@fuller.edu.
member of Glendale Presbyterian Church and is 
involved in prayer ministry there.
Need Money?? Act Now!! Giving Rates To 
Giving People. Rates as low as 1.95% offered 
exclusively to the Fuller Community. If you are 
a home owner considering the following: A 
Home Loan, Refinancing, or Debt 
Consolidation call today to speak with a recent 
Fuller Graduate (‘05) and receive your free con­
sultation in minutes. Call Brian DeHaan @ 
512.7227.
Considering home purchase, refinance or 
debt consolidation? Call Fuller alum Laurie 
Lundin at P.L.C. 403.9090 x206. “Whatever 
you do, work as ...working for the Lord” (Col. 
3:23).
Free Preschool Program. Children’s Country 
House School has been selected to be part of the 
LA Universal Preschool program. We offer care 
for children between the ages of 2-10. Children 
who are four receive a free quality preschool 
program and extended day care funded by 
LAUP. Our address is 2821 Santa Rosa Ave. 
Call 798.8083.
Prayer Retreats every month! Come enjoy a 
Quiet Day prayer retreat at Church Of Our 
Saviour Episcopal Church, just a couple miles 
from Fuller. Quiet Days are from 9:30-12:30 
one Saturday a month. Registration is $10. Fall 
dates are November 19th 
and December 17th. For 
directions or more informa­
tion, please visit our website 
at www.churchofoursav- 
iour.org or call 282.5147.
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GREATPRICES:
B/W & Color copies, Scanning, 
Binding, Dissertations, Custom 
Printing, Printing from 






Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 
years experience as a statis­
tician for thesis and disserta­
tion consultations. Worked 
on hundreds of projects. 
Teaches graduate research 
courses. Designing “surviv- 
able” research proposals a 
specialty. Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey develop­
ment. Provides multivariate 
data analysis using SAS or 
SPSS. Statistical results 
explained in simple English! 
Assistance with statistical 
table creation and report 
write-up. Final orals 
defense preparation. Fuller 
community discounts. Call 
for free phone consultation.
WANTED
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Ten people who nue to sing:
A small choir wants to grow, 
come try us out.
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
3740 Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena
Thursday Practice: 7:3 0  p .m . 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a .m .
For more information:
(626) 351-8823 or (626) 797-4591
And, if you are looking for a church home, 
we are a smaller church with an age-diverse 
congregation that will welcome you.








WHEN SOLDIERS ARE CRAVING MORE THAN WATER, 
ONLY A CHAPLAIN CAN QUENCH THEIR THIRST.
Soldiers have all the equipment they need to keep their bodies hydrated. Unfortunately, none of it can replenish their souls 
So when hope, counsel or forgiveness is needed, Soldiers must turn to a spiritual leader. Whether you're already ordained 
or still in seminary, there are opportunities for you to fill this role. Consider the call of a truly unique ministry.
BECOME A U.S. ARMY CHAPLAIN
learn more at info.goarmy.com/chaplain4 ★  1-800-USA-ARMY Ext. 123 n m
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